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CURRENT USDA WAIVERS END JUNE 30TH

Breakfast will remain free for all students. Laveen has a
longstanding practice of not charging students for the
cost of breakfast and we will continue that program.
Lunches will cost $2.50. Beginning on the first day of
school, we will charge for lunches. Families can apply
for free or reduced-price lunches by completing the
online meal application. Reduced-price lunches will cost
40 cents. 
Our meal charge policy will go back into place, allowing
students to charge up to two lunches before an
alternate meal is provided.
Meals must be consumed on campus. We will no longer
be able to offer curbside meals or meals to-go. Parents
and guardians will no longer be able to pick up meals
on behalf of their students. 

Since the pandemic began, Congress granted USDA the
authority to issue waivers to Child Nutrition Programs that
allowed operators the flexibility to safely feed children in a
manner that aligned with the many ways students were
learning the past two years. Some of these waivers include
the ability to serve meals off-site, provide free meals to all
students, flexibility with the meal requirements, reduced
monitoring responsibilities, and relaxed meal time
requirements. 

During the recent approval of the Omnibus bill, Congress
failed to include language or funding to extend these
much-needed waivers that are set to expire on June 30th. 

So, what does this mean for our families? Beginning on July
1, 2022 and for the 2022-2023 school year and beyond, our
school meal programs will have to revert back to pre-
pandemic rules and regulations. 

Here are some of the key takeaways that will impact
families of Laveen students:

APPLY FOR FREE/REDUCED-PRICE
LUNCHES NOW

Why should I apply for free or reduced-price
lunches now if meals are free for all students?

While meals are free now, the USDA waivers expire
on June 30th and students will be charged $2.50 for
each lunch beginning with the 2022-2023 school
year. USDA allows us to carryover students' free or
reduced-price eligibility from the previous school
year for the first 30 days. This provides coverage
while parents complete new meal applications for
the new school year. 

Will I have to apply again for the 2022-2023 school
year?

Yes. Current school year eligibility will carryover for
the first 30 days. Families are required to apply
each school year for free or reduced-price lunches. 

How do I apply?

Applying online is best. Go to www.EZMealApp.com
to complete an application for your students that
attend school in the Laveen Elementary School
District. Only one application per household is
necessary. Paper applications are also available at
each school upon request.

How will I be notified of my eligibility status?

We process meal applications within 10 business
days and all families are notified via email or
mailed letter. You can also contact Child Nutrition
Services at 602-237-9100 if you have any questions. 

http://www.ezmealapp.com/


1 1/2 cups mixed strawberries and raspberries (or any other
combination of your favorite fresh or frozen fruit) 
1 cup coconut milk (or cow's milk or your preferred non-dairy milk)
1/2 large banana 
1-2 tablespoons nut butter (optional)
1 tablespoon honey (optional)

6 plastic Easter eggs
6 lollipop or popsicle sticks
Squeeze bottle
Something sharp to poke holes 

Wash, rinse and dry plastic eggs. 
In a blender, blend frozen fruit, milk, banana and optional
ingredients until smooth.
Line up eggs so the pointy side faces down. Using a pen or toothpick,
poke a hole in each plastic egg on the wider side of the egg. Close
each plastic egg tightly.
Fill a squeeze bottle with smoothie mix. Carefully fill each egg
through the hole with the smoothie mixture. 
Add a lollipop stick to each egg in the hole of the egg.
Freeze Easter Egg Smoothie Popsicles for a minimum of 6 hours,
preferably overnight. 
When you are ready to eat, run the plastic eggs under warm water
for a few seconds and the popsicles will pop out of the mold.
Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS

EQUIPMENT

      (pen, toothpick, chopstick, etc.)

INSTRUCTIONS

Recipe adapted from On My Kid's Plate:
https://onmykidsplate.com/easter-egg-smoothie-popsicles/

It's hard to believe we are nearing the end of the school year. As we wrap up the school
year, our focus has been on planning for our summer operations. All schools will be
offering summer school and we will be there to support with free breakfast and lunch for
the students in attendance, as well as our Kid's Club Summer Camp and some various
club activities happening on our campuses during the months of June and July. As we
shared above, Congress did not include language or funding to support the extension of
the USDA waivers we've been operating under since the beginning on the pandemic. This
will bring about many changes to how we operate, beginning on July 1st. The biggest
transition will be going back to charging for lunches. Lunches will be $2.50. I recommend
applying for free or reduced-price lunches now, to provide that carryover coverage for
the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year. Families will have to reapply next school year
as well. There are currently some bills on the floor, in both the House and Senate, that
would extend existing USDA waivers, including the Keeping School Meals Flexible Act and
the Support Kids Not Red Tape Act. I will be keeping my eyes and ears open to the outcome
of these pieces of legislation to determine how our programs will be impacted.

Looking for something fun to do during
the Easter holiday for you and your
family? Here are some local events
happening in the Phoenix area.

The Great Ahwatukee Easter Egg
Hunt
Date: April 2nd
Time: 10am to 1pm
Location: Kyrene de la Estrella: 2620 E.
Liberty Ln. Phoenix, 85048

Laveen Spring Arts Festival
Date: April 8th
Time: 5pm to 8pm
Location: Laveen Education Center:
5001 W. Dobbins Rd. Laveen, 85339

Hoppy Easter Egg Hunt & Spring
Festival ($10 admission for kids)
Date: April 16th
Time: 11am to 5pm
Location: Singh Meadows: 1490 E.
Weber Dr. Tempe, 85281

Ahwatukee Easter Parade & Spring
Fling, Carnival and Craft Fair
Date: April 16th
Time: Parade begins at 10am; Spring
Fling runs from 11am to 4pm
Location: Ahwatukee Village: 48th St. &
Warner Rd. Phoenix, 85044
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In Good Health,
Jennifer
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