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On-Site Learning Begins 

 All nine Laveen schools welcomed part of their stu-

dent population back to campus on October 12 following 

the fall break.  

 Since the school year began, Laveen has been closely 

monitoring public health data 

to determine when the district 

could safely offer on-site in-

struction following the hybrid 

model as prescribed by the Ari-

zona Department of Health Ser-

vices and Maricopa County De-

partment of Public Health. The 

district met the public health 

metrics on September 24. 

 Students in all grade levels, whose parents selected 

the on-site learning option, returned to campuses to 

begin the second quarter on-site. All students and staff 

are required to wear face coverings and follow other 

safety procedures in an effort to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. 

 Read more about the district’s public health bench-

marks and decision to offer on-site instruction on Page 

4.  

Vista del Sur is an A+ School of Excellence  

 

 Congratulations to Vista del Sur Accelerated Acade-

my for being named a 2020 A+ School of Excellence by 

the Arizona Educational Foundation! 

 The A+ School of Excellence program is a compre-

hensive school as-

sessment program 

that celebrates out-

standing public 

schools.    

 Schools complete 

an extensive applica-

tion which is then 

followed by site visits 

by members of the AEF. The A+ School of Excellence™ 

designation is valid for a three-and-a-half-year period. 

 Vista joins Rogers Ranch, M.C. Cash School, and 

Trailside Point Performing Arts Academy in receiving this 

prestigious award.  

 Vista will receive a banner from the Arizona Educa-

tional Foundation  to proudly display their designation. 



 
October 22, 2020 

Page 2       

 

The District Dialogue 

 Employees of the Month for August were resource 

teacher Kristi Rogers and lead custodian Fernando 

Sanchez, both of Cheatham. September's Employees of 

the Month were Theresa Dowling, 5th grade teacher, 

and Elizabeth Arciniega, Attendance Clerk, both of 

Trailside Point. 

 Rogers is has a calming spirit and the 

love she has for her students is evident 

in all that she does. She uses her crea-

tivity to motivate the students. She is 

always willing to step in and help oth-

ers. She is happy to participate in parent 

meetings and attend school and district 

events. 

 Sanchez is always ready to assist even 

when the task may not seem to be with-

in his job title. He provides support to 

teachers, administration, cafeteria em-

ployees, and technology and always 

makes their day better. Fernando takes 

great pride in making sure the students 

have a clean environment to learn in and that the cam-

pus is functioning properly. 

 Dowling has been at Trailside for over 15 

years. Although she does amazing things 

to assist students academically, she also 

cares deeply about the students, ensuring 

that basic essential needs are taken care 

of. She goes above and beyond with her les-

son planning to ensure it is differentiated effectively for 

all learners and she stays after school to provide tutoring, 

attend PTA meetings or support family nights. She is also 

known for making home visits to support kids with any-

thing they may need. 

 Arciniega has also been at Trailside Point 

for over 15 years. She is the backbone of the 

front office. She is always ready to work and 

help the Trailside community. She is the first 

to offer a helping hand and always makes 

sure that families and staff are taken care 

of. 

 Employees of the Month are recognized at monthly 

board meetings. The Employee of the Month program is 

sponsored by Amadio Ranch and Scooptacular. 

Technology Coach named Google Certified Trainer of the Month for North America 

 Laveen District Technology Coach J.D. Williams has been named October’s North America Google 

Trainer of the Month by Google for Education. 

 Williams provides professional development and support for all teachers, helping them integrate 

technology and Google tools into their instruction. He also assists with the Parent Help Desk, assisting 

families troubleshoot Chromebook issues and navigate online curriculum. 

 There are over 6,000 Google Certified Trainers world-wide. 

Rogers 

Sanchez 

Dowling 

Arciniega 

August, September Employees of the Month announced 

Williams 



Thousands of food boxes distributed to  
Laveen families 

 
 A partnership between the Laveen School District, St. Mary’s Food 

Bank, Laveen Lions Club, Laveen Baptist Church, Christ Church of the 

Valley, and Urban Farming Education has provided thousands of food 

boxes to Laveen families. 

 St. Mary’s Food Bank has been providing the food with volunteers 

from the above organizations assisting with the distribution. Four 

events have been held since July at various school sites with 3,800 box-

es distributed within the Laveen community. 

 

 Laveen’s Child Nutrition Department has resumed 

distributing free meals to all children under the age of 18. 

 Meals are available to students attending school in-

person as well as curbside to those who are still partici-

pating in lessons virtually or are not yet of school age. 

Children do not need to be enrolled in a Laveen school to 

participate. 

 Curbside breakfast and lunch are distributed togeth-

er each day, Monday – Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. at four Laveen school sites: M.C. Cash, Rogers 

Ranch, Trailside Point, and Paseo Pointe. Children must 

be present to receive meals. There are no income re-

quirements and no need to register.  

 For your safety and convenience, parents or guardi-

ans picking up meals on behalf of children in their 

care will be asked to complete and display a placard pro-

vided. 

 Laveen Elementary School District’s Child Nutrition 

Services Department may only serve one meal bundle, 

per child, per day. Measures are in place to ensure this 

federal requirement is met and the community’s cooper-

ation in adhering to this policy is appreciated. The unlaw-

ful sale or exchange of meals or components of meals is 

not permitted. Laveen Child Nutrition Services reserves 

the right to deny service to children and families that do 

not comply with the federal requirements of the Summer 

Food Service Program. 

 The continuation of the free meals for children pro-

gram was made possible through a waiver by the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture (USDA). 
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Laveen provides meals for children free of charge 
Federal waiver extends the program through May 2021 
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 Laveen District Meets Public Health Benchmarks for On-Site Learning 
 
 Since the school year began, Laveen administration has closely monitored local public health data in order to 

safely re-open schools to on-site instruc-

tion. 

 Both the Arizona Department of Health 

Services (ADHS) and the Maricopa County 

Department of Public Health (MCDPH) rec-

ommended that school districts meet three 

specific benchmarks (see table below) for 

two consecutive weeks before offering the 

option of on-site instruction. 

MCDPH reported on September 24 that 

the Laveen School District level data met 

these benchmarks allowing the Laveen Dis-

trict to offer the hybrid model of instruction 

with some students attending school in-

person and the rest continuing in the online 

learning program.   

All nine Laveen schools began offering 

on-site instruction, following the fall break, 

to families that selected that learning op-

tion for their child. Over 55% of Laveen stu-

dents chose to remain in the online learn-

ing program through the end of the second 

quarter. 

The safety and well-being of our staff 

and students continues to be our top priori-

ty. Laveen’s safety task force has developed 

numerous procedures to maintain a safe 

learning atmosphere for all those who have returned to campus.  

Information on public health data and mitigation strategies, as well as community-based COVID-19 resources can 

be found online at www.LaveenSchools.org/Return-to-Laveen. 

Statewide Community Spread Benchmarks 
ADHS defines community spread levels with the weekly thresholds 

outlined below. 

Maricopa County School Metrics for the  
Laveen School District 

Minimal 
< 10 Cases Per/100K 

< 5% Positivity 

< 5% COVID-like  

Moderate 

10-100 Cases/ 100K 

5-10% Positivity 

5-10% COVID-like  

Substantial 
> 100 Cases/100K 

>10% Positivity 

>10% COVID-like 

Week of Reported 
on 

Cases Per 
100K 

Percent 
Positivity* 

% COVID-like  
Illness 

Benchmark   <100 <7% <10% 

8/23/20 9/10 54.05 8.17% 2.00% 

8/30/20 9/17 28.95 4.04% 2.00% 

9/6/20 9/24 34.75 5.45% 2.00% 

9/13/20 10/1 42.47 4.71% 2.00% 

9/20/20 10/8 46.33 6.09% 2.00% 

9/27/20 10/15 71.42 5.67% 3.00% 

10/4/20 10/22 59.84 4.15% 3.00% 

http://www.LaveenSchools.org/Return-to-Laveen.


When: 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 from 2pm - 4pm
Saturday, October 31, 2020 from 2pm - 4pm

Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 2pm - 4pm

Where: 
Laveen Elementary School District Office 

5001 W. Dobbins Rd
Laveen Village, AZ 85339

What to bring: 
ID is recommended but not required.

Please wear a facemask when coming to the testing site. 
Testing will be administered in your vehicle. 

Individuals wishing to be tested are encouraged to pre-register online.
The tests are offered at no cost to all community members, with no

copays or financial burden for administering the test. This initiative is
supported through funds made available by Maricopa County.

*NOTE: We are not doing antibody testing at this time. This test will only
determine if a patient is currently positive for COVID-19

DRIVE-THRU COVID-19 TESTINGDRIVE-THRU COVID-19 TESTING
CONDUCTED BY CONDUCTED BY VALLE DEL SOLVALLE DEL SOL

Testing at No Cost! Pre-register online!Testing at No Cost! Pre-register online!

valledelsol.com | (602) 258-6797 | @valledelsolaz

Pre-register at: 
http://bit.ly/lesdcovid

Or complete the registration by using your camera
to scan this QR code to be directed to the page.

Testing Event Details:Testing Event Details:  



Cuando:
Sábado 17 de Octubre de 2pm a 4pm
Sábado 31 de Octubre de 2pm a 4pm

Sábado 7 de Noviembre de 2pm a 4pm

Dónde:
Oficina del Distrito Escolar Primario de Laveen

5001 W. Dobbins Rd
Laveen Village, AZ 85339

Que traer:
Se recomienda ID pero no es obligatorio.

Use una mascarilla cuando venga al sitio de prueba.
Las pruebas se administrarán en su vehículo.

Las personas que deseen hacerse la prueba deben registrarse previamente en línea.
Las pruebas se ofrecen sin costo a todos los miembros de la comunidad, sin copagos
ni cargas financieras por la administración de la prueba. Esta iniciativa es apoyada a

través de fondos puestos a disposición por el Condado de Maricopa.

*NOTA: No estamos haciendo pruebas de anticuerpos en este momento. Esta
prueba sólo determinará si un paciente es actualmente positivo para COVID-19

PRUEBAS DE COVID-19 DESDE SU VEHÍCULOPRUEBAS DE COVID-19 DESDE SU VEHÍCULO
REALIZADAS POR REALIZADAS POR VALLE DEL SOLVALLE DEL SOL

¡Pruebas sin costo! ¡Preinscríbase en línea!¡Pruebas sin costo! ¡Preinscríbase en línea!

valledelsol.com | (602) 258-6797 | @valledelsolaz

Preinscríbase en:
http://bit.ly/lesdcovid

O complete el registro usando su cámara para
escanear este código QR y ser dirigido a la página.

Detalles del Evento:Detalles del Evento:


