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Laveen School Business Official Recognized for Innovative Land Transaction 

Ashburn, VA — August 2, 2020 — Kevin Hegarty, chief financial officer for Laveen Elementary 
School District in Arizona, is being honored by the Association of School Business Officials 
International with its Pinnacle of Achievement Award for an innovative land transaction that 
involved local and state collaboration.  

Finding itself with a parcel of land that was purchased by the state to be used as a school site but 
that was no longer viable, Laveen Elementary School District entered into agreements with the 
city, the state, and a homebuilder to secure more suitable land for a much-needed school.  

In all, nine legal agreements and approvals were signed to reach the desired outcome. The 
district developed an agreement with the city that allowed the district to acquire a parcel of land 
sent aside for a park, forged an agreement with the state to swap the unsuitable parcel for the 
parcel in the new development, and acquired a new parcel by way of a three-way trade with a 
homebuilder and a commercial developer who wanted to obtain the district’s unsuitable parcel. 

“A land swap involving state purchased land for a school district had never been done before,” 
Hegarty explains. “The district blazed a trail through myriad legal obstacles involving multiple 
layers of government: two state agencies, the district, and the city.” 

The entire process took almost five years to complete. At the end of the project, the district 
ended up with an equivalent value of more than $5 million. 

The Pinnacle Awards showcase replicable projects and practices that allow district 
business leaders to exchange and implement new ideas to better support their schools 
and communities. The awards are sponsored by Virco, Inc.  

For more information about ASBO International’s Pinnacle Awards, visit 
asbointl.org/Pinnacle.  

### 

About ASBO International 
Founded in 1910, the Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO) is a 
nonprofit organization that, through its members and affiliates, represents approximately 
30,000 school business professionals worldwide. ASBO International is committed to providing 
programs, services, and a global network that promote the highest standards in school business. 
Its members support student achievement through effective resource management in various 
areas ranging from finance and operations to food services and transportation. Learn more 
at asbointl.org. 
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About Virco 
Virco Inc., is America’s leading furniture and equipment manufacturer and supplier for the K–
12 market. Active in ASBO International for over 60 years, Virco is proud to honor outstanding 
practices and new ideas in the school business profession. 
 

 


