
District  

Dialogue 

Bi-weekly news from the Laveen Elementary School District                      April 10, 2020  

. . . . . 

Free meals for children provided daily 
 
 Knowing many of our families rely on school meals 

for their children, Laveen is providing free breakfast and 

lunch to all children between the ages of one and 18 on a 

grab & go basis.  

 Families may 

drive up to any of our 

schools (except Vista) 

or stop at one of ten 

selected bus stops.  

Hours and locations 

can be found on our 

website, 

www.laveenschools.org/coronavirus. 

 Beginning on April 13, breakfast and lunch will be 

served together at one time, making things more 

convenient to our families and safer for our employees. 

The new hours will be 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 

schools and 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at bus stops. 

 Children must be present to take a meal. Adult meals 

are not available. Families do not need to register for 

meals and there are no income requirements. This 

program is open to all children regardless of where they 

go to school.  

Schools closed for remainder of year, Laveen services to continue 

 On March 30 Governor Doug Ducey and State Superintendent Kathy Hoffman announced the extension of 

Arizona school closures through the end of the school year. Despite these closures, Laveen will continue to offer 

essential services such as meals for children and childcare as outlined in the Governor’s recent executive order.  

 Laveen students continue to learn through daily online instruction and staff continue to work remotely or on 

alternative schedules. Read more about how Laveen has responded to the closures below. 

Laveen moves to online learning with ease 

 Laveen remains committed to providing an excellent 

education to our students. On March 24, less than one 

week since the closures were announced, all classroom 

teachers began providing daily, direct instruction via an 

online or video format.  

 Laveen was well prepared to move to an online for-

mat. All core curric-

ulum is available on 

a digital platform 

that students were 

already accustomed 

to accessing. Addi-

tionally, teachers 

regularly use Google 

Classroom as a hub 

for sharing and submitting assignments and resources. 

 Teachers also established daily “office hours” in 

which they would be available in real-time to interact 

with students and answer any questions families may 

have.  

 To date, over 82% of our students are participating 

in online instructional activities provided by our teach-

ers.  
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. . . . . 

Textbooks sent home for traditional learning 
 
 In the days following our launch of the online curric-

ulum, our schools began allowing families to take home 

the textbooks for both Math and English Language Arts.  

 These materials serve as 

an additional resource to sup-

port the online learning and 

will provide more flexibility 

for students to work through 

paper and pencil.  

 Classroom teachers provided additional information 

on how these texts may be used through their weekly 

communications via email and phone calls home. 

Kids Club provides daycare to essential workers 
 
 To ensure Arizona’s first responders, critical 

healthcare workers, and essential public sector employ-

ees have the support they need to continue combatting 

COVID-19, the Governor’s office has partnered with var-

ious organizations to offer child care through Arizona 

Enrichment Centers. 

 The Kids Club program at Desert Meadows School 

has been approved as one of the few Arizona Enrich-

ment Centers in the Laveen area. 

 When school closures were first announced, 

Laveen’s Kids Club team immediately stepped up to 

provide a day camp experience to children whose par-

ents are considered “essential employees.” This pro-

gram provides structured activities in a safe, supervised 

environment for children in Grades preschool – 6. 

Chromebooks are available for students to participate 

in online classes during the day.  

 We are proud that Laveen’s program can support 

the Governor’s initiative and serve the families who are 

on the front lines of this state of emergency. Until the 

executive order is lifted, Kids Club will not serve chil-

dren whose parents do not fit the definition of 

"essential worker." 

 Qualifying families can find more information about 

this program at www.LaveenSchools.org/coronavirus.  

State Board of Education provides guidance  

on grading 
 

 The Arizona State Board of Education (SBE) ap-

proved measures related to grading, report cards, and 

promotion in response to the school closures. 

 Laveen teachers have begun recording grades from 

online learning. Some assignments are graded for par-

ticipation, while others are entered for an academic 

grade. Students 

will receive at 

least one academ-

ic grade weekly for 

each content area.  

 While Laveen 

expects students 

to participate in remote learning activities to the great-

est extent they reasonably can, students will not be 

penalized if they are unable to fully participate or are 

limited by the online format. Academic grades will not 

be posted on the report cards for Quarter 4. The final 

grades for the year will be calculated based on the first 

three quarters of the school year. However, a stu-

dent’s online participation and work during Quarter 4 

may be used to improve the overall grade. Parents are 

encouraged to discuss additional learning opportuni-

ties with their child’s teacher that  students may en-

gage in to help boost their final grade. Report cards 

will be mailed out by May 21, 2020. 

 Although Laveen is not able to host any promotion 

ceremonies, eighth grade students will receive a pro-

motion certificate with their final report card in the 

mail. Additionally, in conversations with Phoenix Union 

High School District, it is their intention to accept all 

eighth grade promotions into high school for next 

year. While we expect the same with all high schools in 

Arizona, eighth graders attending a high school outside 

of Phoenix Union, should inquire with that district or 

high school for information related to their plan.  



Student medications may be picked up 
 

 Parents who would like to pick up their child’s medi-

cations may do so by scheduling an appointment with 

one of our district nurses. 

 If parents prefer, they 

may keep the medication 

at school for the remainder 

of the school year. Laveen 

is able to keep students’ 

medication through the 

summer, as we have modified our end-of-year proce-

dures and will not dispose of medications that are not 

picked up by parents in May. When school resumes, 

parents will need to sign a new Medication Administra-

tion Form for the 2020/2021 school year. 

 Nurses may be contacted by email at 

lsorensen@laveeneld.org or by phone/text at  

(602) 515-1047. 

Staff receives training, professional development 
 

 Behind the scenes, Laveen’s instructional coaches are hosting site-based 

grade level meetings with teachers to support their online lesson planning and de-

livery. Our academic services department  is also offering weekly online trainings 

to instructional staff. School administrators are  monitoring weekly lessons and 

family communication. Professional development and staff trainings will continue 

online.  

  

#ClosedNotClosed 
 

 Schools and offices might be closed, but business continues as all staff works either remotely or on alternative 

schedules. 

 During the closure, the best way to reach staff is via email as all staff members are 

responding to email messages throughout the day. Front office staff members are answering 

phones from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday - thru Friday.  

 You can find school contact information by visiting the “About Us” tab from each school’s 

website. You may also search our District Directory or view our department lists, from the 

district website, www.laveenschools.org.  

 

. . . . . 

Now enrolling new students 
 
 Laveen is processing new student enrollments for 

both the current and  2020-21 school years during the 

closures.  

 Laveen is launching an online registration portal dur-

ing the week of April 13. Par-

ents enrolling their children will 

be asked to create a account in 

our ParentVue system. From 

there, they will be able to com-

plete forms and submit for en-

rollment. Parents will need to 

present required documents, 

such as the birth certificate and photo ID,  in person for 

verification prior to the start of school. 

 Visit www. LaveenSchools.org/registration for more 

details. 
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https://www.laveenschools.org/directory/
https://www.laveenschools.org/departments/




Reduce Your Taxes 
by supporting Laveen’s schools 

Donate to the Laveen School District before 

April 15 and receive a  

dollar-for-dollar credit on your  

2019 taxes when you file. 

Support Fine Arts 

Support Field Trips 

Support Athletics 

Non-refundable donations are eligible for the Arizona State 
Income Tax Credit as allowed by ARS §43-1089.01.  Please 
consult with your personal tax preparer to determine the 
application of this credit. Donations must be received by 

April 15, 2020 to be eligible for a 2019 Tax Credit. 

Visit  

www.laveenschools.org/tax-credit  

to make a secure online donation or  

print a donation form.  

 Tax credit contributions may only be used to 

support character education and fee-based 

extracurricular activities . 

 For every dollar you donate, the amount you 

owe the state will be that much less.  

 Couples filing jointly may donate up to $400. 

 Individuals may contribute up to $200.  

 Allowable per ARS § 43-1089.01 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/43/01089-01.htm



