
March 14, 2020 

Dear Laveen Families and Staff: 

Local and state health officials have not changed their recommendation that schools remain open, 
and it has been our desire and intent to follow their guidance. But, due to the level of concern that 
has continued to grow, coupled with closures by other school districts including Phoenix Union, it has 
become evident that keeping Laveen schools open is no longer feasible. After continued discussion 
with the district leadership team, we have made the difficult decision to close all Laveen schools next 
week starting on Monday, March 16. The closure may be extended depending on the ever-evolving 
situation.  

This is not a decision we have taken lightly. We know that closing schools, even for a short time, is 
detrimental for many of our families and difficult for many employees. We know your places of 
employment have not closed and we know that many of you rely on school meals for your children. 
There are many difficult consequences to a school closure that will have to be addressed including 
the possible lengthening of school days or extension of the school year to meet statutory 
requirements. And, of course, the impact on student learning is a primary concern as is the potential 
impact on school funding and the status of employees. The district will work diligently to mitigate 
these consequences to the extent feasible within the limits of its resources and legal authority.  

Laveen staff, except those who have traveled to a country with a Level 3 Travel Health Notice and are 
under CDC quarantine protocol as well as those who are showing signs of any illness, are to report to 
their worksite at 8:00 a.m. Monday, March 16. Any staff absences will follow district policy and the 
normal process. The work schedule in subsequent days has yet to be determined.  

We know many of our families are deeply concerned about the community spread of COVID-19. We 
hope you will isolate your children in your home for the duration of the closure. It is important to 
remember that the closure of schools during the 2009’s H1N1 (swine flu) epidemic did not decrease 
the spread of illness throughout the community as families and children continued to be out in the 
public during the closures. 

Please look for important updates. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Bill Johnson, Superintendent 


