
 

 

February 28, 2020 
 
Dear Laveen Parents: 
 
We understand that there is a lot of information circulating around the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). This is a rapidly evolving situation, but one that we are monitoring in partnership 
with Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH). We want to take this 
opportunity to share factual information about this illness and steps we would take if the 
virus were to be reported locally. 
 
About the Virus: 
It is important to note that COVID-19 has had a minimal impact on children. The virus causes 
a respiratory illness ranging from a mild cold-like illness to severe pneumonia. Most (81%) of 
people diagnosed with COVID-19 in China had mild disease. Similar to the flu, those most 
likely to have severe symptoms and complications from COVID-19 are older individuals (>60 
years old) and those with serious medical conditions. The virus is believed to be spread the 
same way the common cold or flu spreads – through respiratory droplets that are produced 
when a person coughs or sneezes.  
 
Stopping the Spread: 
Currently, we are seeing several cases of confirmed flu and other mild illnesses. MCDPH has 
offered the following guidance to stop the spread of COVID-19 as well as other viruses that 
are currently circulating. Students and staff who are ill, especially with acute respiratory 
symptoms (not allergies or chronic conditions), should stay home. Persons with a fever 
(>100°) should remain at home for at least 24 hours after being fever-free without the use of 
fever-reducing medication. Cover your cough/sneeze with a tissue or your elbow, even if you 
do not show other symptoms of illness. Always practice good hand-washing techniques and 
use hand sanitizers. 
 
In evaluating the response to the 2009 H1N1 virus, MCDPH is not recommending school 
closures to stop the spread should more cases of COVID-19 be reported in Maricopa County. 
This action could change only after careful consideration by public health officials. 
 
For updates regarding this virus, please visit Maricopa County Public Health, 
www.maricopa.gov, and Arizona Department of Health Services, azdhs.gov.  Both agencies 
are closely monitoring this illness and are an excellent resource for accurate information and 
direction. Visit our website, www.LaveenSchools.org/coronavirus, for information on our 
plans and links to resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Bill Johnson, Superintendent 

https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-home
http://www.laveenschools.org/coronavirus

