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Vista 6th grader wins district spelling bee 
 

 Sixth grade student Kallysta Komlan is the winner of 

Laveen’s annual spelling 

bee. Komlan attends Vista 

del Sur Accelerated Acade-

my. 

 The 40 district bee par-

ticipants included winners 

from all eight schools in 

Grades 4-8. Seventh grade 

Paseo Pointe student Skylar 

Marshall and Marian Murphy, Rogers Ranch sixth grader 

were the two runners-up. 

 Komlan will represent Laveen School District on Feb-

ruary 21 at the regional bee. 

Laveen host first Special Olympics Field Day 
 
 Laveen held its first Special Olympics Field Day Jan-

uary 29 at Laveen School.  

 Over 180 special education students from across 

the district participated in a variety of activities such as 

soccer, bocce ball, football and ladder ball. Students 

rotated through the activities led by representatives 

from the Special Olympics organization.  

 The field day serves as the first step to hosting a 

future Special Olympics competition. “This event expos-

es our students to a variety of activities and allows us to 

find the sports in which our students have the most in-

terest. We plan to develop a team to participate in a 

Special Olympics competition next year and this will 

help us prepare for that event,” said Sarah Mikula, 

Laveen’s Special Olympics coordinator. 

 FedEx provided numerous giveaways for this event.  

 
Laveen schools place in annual parade 

 Laveen School District entries took the top three 

awards in the education division of the 20th annual 

Laveen Community Parade. 

 Laveen School took  1st Place, Desert Meadows took 

2nd Place, and our the district preschool program took 3rd 

Place. 

(left to right) Marshall, Komlan, 

and Murphy were this year’s 

top spellers. 
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Seay, Burks are February’s Employees of the Month 

 Employees of the Month for January  were Caitlin Seay, Rogers Ranch first grade teacher, and 

Shelby Burks, student services specialist. 

 Seay is always looking for new ways to engage her students in learning. She provides hands-on 

and interactive lessons that help the students think critically and use their problem solving skills. She 

differentiates her lessons and creates centers for her students to use at their level. She serves as a 

mentor to older students on campus, taking time to build relationships and help them reach their 

goals. She also serves as a mentor to fellow staff. Other teachers often observe her lessons.   

 Burks plays a huge role on the Student Services team as she provides support in a number of are-

as. She acquires materials for students receiving services, ensures facilities are ready for successful 

staff professional development, and is proactive in ensuring that all staff resources are readily availa-

ble. She is always available to the Student Services staff from all campuses and serves as a valuable 

resource for the community.  She is an excellent communicator and is happy to assist with any activi-

ties that support special education students. 

 Seay and Burks were recognized at February’s Governing Board meeting. The Employee of the 

Month program is sponsored by Amadio Ranch and Scooptacular. 

Seay 

Burks 

Laveen School raises money for  
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

 
  Laveen School recently concluded their annual coin 

drive for the Leukemia and Lympho-

ma Society.  

 During the month of January, stu-

dents brought in their coins to sup-

port the fight against blood cancer. 

This year the students raised nearly 

$2,000.  

 The homeroom that brought in the most donations 

will receive a lunch donated by the Olive Garden. 

Desert Meadows raises most pennies in  
annual Lions Club drive 

 
 Together, Laveen schools collected $4,300 in pen-

nies for the Laveen Lions Club’s annual drive.  

 Desert Meadows raised the most of our eight 

schools, bringing in 

$768.36. The Laveen Lions 

Club presented Desert 

Meadows principal J.P. 

Ketcham with a plaque for 

the school.   

 These funds go to support the organization’s holi-

day food and gift baskets.  

Vista student to attend STEM conference in Texas 
 
 Vista del Sur student Reyna Guerra has been selected to attend the STEM Learning 

Ecosystems Conference to be held next month in San Antonio, Texas.  

 Guerra was one of two Arizona students selected by Arizona Chief Science Officers to 

attend the all-expenses paid conference that serves as a platform for national peer-to-peer 

professional learning networks to share information and expertise. 

 Guerra serves as one of Laveen’s Chief Science Officers, promoting STEM education in our 

schools and across the state. 




