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Ignite Excellence is the theme for 2021-22 
 
 This year’s welcome back celebration for Laveen staff centered around the theme of 

“Ignite Excellence.” 

 District Superintendent, Dr. Jeff Sprout encouraged staff members to activate the po-

tential that each of our students hold by creating positive reactions within them. Dr. Jake 

Klipsch, Instructional Leadership Director for Davenport Community Schools, provided the 

keynote address on The Power of Expectations.  

 The goal was to inspire all Laveen staff to Ignite Excellence and bring out the best in 

our students. 

 

Superintendent of Public Instruction  
visits Laveen schools 

 
 On the first day of school, State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction Kathy 

Hoffman stopped by Estrel-

la Foothills Global Academy 

and Laveen Elementary 

School to celebrate the 

new school year. 

  At Estrella Foothills, she 

toured the campus and learned about the Global Stud-

ies program. At Laveen School, she visited the Mindful-

ness room and self-contained classrooms. 

 

Laveen Online Academy opens to 160 students 
 
 Laveen’s 10th school, Laveen Online Academy, 

opened this fall to over 170 students in Grades 3-8. 

 Launched due to the popularity of last year’s digital 

learning offering, LOA provides Laveen parents with an-

other educational choice to best meet the needs of their 

students. 

 LOA is a stand-alone school and offers a full year of 

online learning using the robust Canvas platform. The 

structure includes daily live teacher-led instruction, self-

guided learning, and applications such as labs, group 

projects, and book studies. 
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Nine teachers honored as  
Excellence in Education recipients 

 
 Each year, one teacher from each Laveen school is recog-

nized with the district’s Excellence in Education Award. This 

award honors individuals who exemplify quality teaching 

and professionalism. They are recognized for their excep-

tional student achievement on assessments. They demon-

strate superior leadership and service by setting an example 

for their students and supporting other staff members. And, 

they make a positive difference outside of their classroom 

through positive interactions and relationships with the 

school community.  

 This year’s recipients are: Kaitlin Long, Cheatham Ele-

mentary School; Stacy Hedrick, Desert Meadows School; Lisa 

Escobar, Estrella Foothills Global Academy; Alicia Wright-

Harp, Laveen Elementary School; Melissa Garcia, Maurice C. 

Cash Elementary School; Christine Iwinski, Paseo Pointe 

School; Jessica Fatina, Rogers Ranch School; Sarah Steele, 

Trailside Point; and Cristin Allen, Vista del Sur Accelerated 

Academy. 

Administrators receive Pinnacle of Leadership Award 

  Five Laveen administrators were recognized with the district's Pinnacle 

of Leadership award. This award recognizes administrators for exceptional 

leadership, outstanding accomplishment, and dedicated service to Laveen’s 

students and community.  

  The recipients for 2021 are: Nicole Goodwin, Assistant Principal of M.C. 

Cash School; Ashley Grant, Assistant Principal of Trailside Point; Dr. Tracy 

Watkins, Director of Curriculum and Instruction; Sarah Zembruski, Principal 

of Estrella Foothills Global Academy; and Kevin Hegarty, Chief Financial 

Officer.  
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Lopez, Tavizon are August’s Employees of the Month 
 
 Employees of the Month for August were Veronica Lopez, Laveen Occupational Therapist 

and Dalilah Tavizon,  M.C. Cash Receptionist.  

 Lopez was nominated for her readiness to help students develop their skills. She is patient, 

calm, and compassionate to her students and builds strong relationships with them. She works 

with parents to help teach them strategies that will strengthen students’ fine motor skills. Lopez 

is highly professional with staff and is always eager to learn new skills or strategies to be more 

effective at her job while putting the students' needs first.   

 Tavizon was recognized for being the face of M.C. Cash School and assisting families and 

staff in any way possible. Tavizon is the first person M.C. Cash visitors encounter when they enter 

the building. She is always positive and greets staff and families alike with a great big smile and a 

desire to meet their needs. She embodies the idea that it takes a village to raise our kids--and she 

is a willing participant in any task that makes the lives of students, teachers, staff members, and 

families easier.    

 The Employee of the Month award is sponsored by Scooptacular and Amadio Ranch. 

District partners with County Health  
to offer childhood vaccines 

 
 The Laveen School District, in partnership with Maricopa County De-

partment of Public Health (MCDPH), hosted a series of clinics to provide 

general infant and childhood vaccines to the Laveen community. 

 State law requires students be up-to-date on several vaccines such as 

Hepatitis, Polio, and Measles, Mumps, and Rubella before they can start 

school. Many children missed these scheduled vaccines due to the pan-

demic. 

 The vaccine events provided Laveen parents with an opportunity to 

bring their children back into compliance without a doctor’s office ap-

pointment. 

 Over 250 children received their general childhood vaccines and 140 

individuals over the age of 12 received a COVID-19 vaccine. 
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Laveen Education Center hosts COVID testing 
 

 COVID-19 testing is available in Laveen thanks to a partnership with 

Maricopa County Department of Public Health. 

 Drive-thru COVID 19 testing is currently scheduled from 10:00 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at the 

Laveen Education Center, 5001 W. Dobbins. 

 Testing is free and is funded by MCDPH. Pre-register at 

easytesting.com. 

 Visit our website, www.LaveenSchools.org/covid-testing-clinics to 

find other community-based testing clinics. 

Laveen churches provide school uniforms 
 

 Two Laveen churches have recently provided student uniforms to our schools. 

 Christ Church of the Valley donated thousands of dollars to our schools in order to purchase uniforms for stu-

dents who need them.  

 Volunteers from Crosswalk Church also collected, laundered, and sorted hundreds of gently used school uni-

forms for our health offices to keep in stock as they are needed by students. 

Volunteers from CrossWalk church deliver boxes of uniforms to 

Laveen School. 

CCV Pastor Ryan Malone visits Desert Meadows Principal J.P. 

Ketcham to deliver funds for uniforms. 

http://www.LaveenSchools.org/covid-testing-clinics

